Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices 


I 


i 


*>-**UN^TE^.STATES 
E  PARTME  N  T 
OF  AGRICULTURE 


OFFICE  OB-^ 
INF  ORMAT IO 


PROGRAM. 


^  YOUNG  ^FOLKS  '  raOGRAM V - 

^      /M\  (NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION) 

^  i\   

No.  2.  Our  Plant  Gifts  from  the  Indians. 


RELEASFri-.-0e^i-14/27-, 


ANNOUNCEMENT;  Well,  here's  Uncle  Abe  again;—  Uncle  Abe  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  Each  Friday  you  can  hear  him  talking  to  his  little  nephew,  Jim, 
or  to  Jim's  little  brother  Sonny.  But  where  are  those  two  little  scamps  now? 
Uncle  Abo  seems  to  be  looking  for  them  himself. 


********** 


JIM;     Bang!    Bang!  Eang-bangJ 

UNCLE  ABE:  Ah,  there  you  are.1  JimJJ  What  are  you  dragging  your  little  brother 
around  that  way  for? 

JIM:     We're  playing  Indians.     I  just  captured  him. 


UNCLE  ABE:  Well,  Jim,  remember  this,  Indians  gavo  us  something  beside  some  hard 
fighting. 


J Iw :     "hat's  that,  Uncle  Abe? 


UNCLE  ABB:     Why,  we  got  our  most  important  vegetables  and  other  plants  from  the 
Indians.     The  Indians  were  not  always  on  the  war  path.     Indians  in  many  parts  of 
both  North  and  South  America  were  farmers.     If  it  hadn't  been  for  the  Indians,  the 
first  settlers  in  Virginia  and  New  England  would  have  starved  to  death. 

JIM:     I  knew  Indians  raised  a  little  corn,  and  tobacco.— — 

UNCLE  ABE:    More  than  that,  Jim.     We  got  our  beans,  peppers,  pumpkins,  squashes, 
tomatoes,  sweet  potatoes,  corn  and  white  potatoes  from  the  American  Indians. 
Indian  farmers  were  raising  those  crops  before  the  white  man  ever  saw  America. 
And  those  eight  vegetables  we  got  from  the*  Indian  farmers  are  worth  more  today 
than  all  the  vegetables  the  white  man  has  brought  to  this  country  from  the  Old 
World. 

JIM:    But  the  Indians  didn't  do  much  with  them,  did  they?    They  just  raised  little 
scrubby  patches   

UNCLE  ABE:    Don't  be  too  sure  about  that,  Jim.     The  early  explorers  tell  of 
marching  miles  through  continuous  corn  fields.    Not  only  that,  but  the  Indians  had 
developed  all  the  main  kinds  of  corn  from  which  all  our  varieties  come  today. 

JIM;    How  about  pop  corn? 

'JNCLE  ABE:     Yes,  the  Indians  in  Mexico  before  the  time  of  Columbus  had  pop  corn 
and  also  your  other  old  friends,  peanuts.     Indians  in  the  West  Indies,  Peru,  Brazi  , 
and  Mexico  cultivated  peanuts. 
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Down  in  Peru,  you  know,  the  slopes  of  the  Andes  mountains  were  terraced  and 
the  gardens  of  the  Incas,  who  ruled  the  great  Peruvian  Indian  empire  before  the 
Spanish  conquered  the  country,  can  still  he  traced.    Back  in  the  old  days,  these 
gardens  were  watered  by  irrigation  ditches.     It  was  in  these  gardens  that  the 
potato  was  developed. 

JIM;     Is  that  the  Irish  potato  or  the  sweet  potato? 

UIICIE  A3S;     That's  the  Irish  or  white  potato?    It  was  taken  to  Ireland  from  Peru 
many  years  after  America  was  discovered.    But  the  sweet  potato  was  raised  by 
Indians  too.    One  of  the  men  with  Columbus  tells  how  the  Indians  planted  sweet 
potatoes, 

JIM:    Gee,  I  didn't  know  Indians  were  real  farmers.     I  guess  they  never  had  Plant 
Hunters  to  go  out  and  look  for  new  plants  like  we  do,  though. 

UNCLE  ABB:    Yes,  it's  pretty  certain  in  some  cases  that  they  did.  Thc^Aztec 
Indian  emperor  in  Mexico  sent  plant  hunters  to  search  for  plants  for  his  parks  ana 
gardens.    One  of  these  gardens,  near  Mexico  City,  was  laid  out  in  plots,  with 
cross-paths  bordered  by  vine-covered  trellises  and  shrubs  which  filled  the  air 
with  perfume.    Many  of  the  trees  and  other  plants  were  brought  from  great  distancuf 
and  the  garden  plots  were  irrigated  by  ditches.    They  also  had  big  cages  for  all 
sorts  of  birds  and  a  stono  tank  stocked  with  fishes  of  many  kinds.  ^  'The  stones 
-ere  carved  with  curious  figures  and  from  the  tank  the  water  was  piped  out  to 
irrigation  ditches  and  fountains  in  the  parks.     In  his  plant  garden,  this  American 
Indian  emperor  collected  all  the  plants,  which  could  stand  the  climate.  These 
plants  were  arranged  in  a  way  which  showed  that  these  Indians  knew  plants.   ^  There 
were  also  wonderful  floating  gardens  which  supplied  the  markets  of  Mexico  City 
with  vegetables.     In  those  markets,  the  first  white  men  to  reach  Mexico  found  big 
rich,  ripe,  red  tomatoes  like  we  have  today. 

JIM;  Uncle  Abe,  if  we  got  tomatoes,  and  potatoes,  and  corn,  and  beans  and  pumpkinr. 
and  other  things  from  the  Indians,  where  did  the  Indians  get  them? 

UNCLE  ABB:     That's  just  the  point,  Jim.    The  Indians  found  them  as  little,  scrubby, 
wild  things  and  developed  and  cultivated  them.    All  the  important  food  plants  whicl 
the  early  discoverers  found  in  America  originated  in  America.    They  were  entirely 
new  to  the  white  men. 

JIM;    How  did  the  Indians  make  them  what  they  were? 

DNCLE  ABB:     The  same  way,  the  scientist  and  good  farmer  does  today.    They  must 
have  selected  the  best  of  the  crop  for  seed.    They  kept  selecting  the  best  year 
in  and  year  out,  probably  century  in  and  century  out.    Remember,  Jim,  if  you  want 
to  raise  a  good  crop,  you  must  first  be  sure  you  have  good  seed.     ( Sound  as  of 
automobile  horn  may  be  introduced  here) 

JIM:    There's  my  Daddy  in  the  car.    He's  going  to  take  me  to  town,  guess  I'll  have 
to  go  Uncle  Abe.     Indians  may  have  done  some  good  farming,  but  they  didn't  have 
automobiles, 
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UNCLE  ABE:     No.     They  were  not  up  to  us  in  many  ways.    But  I  want  you  to  remember 
that  some  of  our  best  food  plants  were  won  from  the  wilds  by  the  Indians. 

And,  just  a  minute           Speaking  of  automobiles,  remember  that  the  white  men 

first  learned  of  the  rubber,  which  we  now  make  into  tires,  while  watching  a  basket 
ball  game  in  Central  America.    They  were  surprised  at  the  way  the  ball  bounced. 

But  the  Indians  got  their  rubber  wild.     They  didn't  cultivate  that.  But, 
you  know,  the  manufacturers  use  long  fibered  cotton  in  making  auto  tires.    Do  you 
know  where  that  cotton  originated? 

JIM:     I  guess  the  Indians  must  have  raised  that,  too. 

UNCLE  ABE;     They  certainly  did.     The  first  day  Christopher  Columbus  landed  in 
America,  Indians  brought  him  cotton  that  was  longer  than  any  cotton  known  in  the 
Old  World.    The  Indians  farmers  raised  it,  spun  it,  and  wove  it  into  cloth. 
(Automobile  horn  again)  Trot  along  now.     Your  Daddy's  waiting. 
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